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Our Hidden Enemy

The Lord draws for us a very clear way to prevail in our daily
temptations. He accepted the baptism first, then He was filled
with the Holy Spirit, then He withdrew from the world then
He fasted.

This is the way of victory. To put on the power of God in
baptism. Then to be filled with the Holy Spirit. Then to live
and act in the spirit, different from the world. Then you fast.
This was why it seemed that the victory of the Lord against
the devil was relatively easy. Even after fasting for forty days,
it was just said that “"He was hungry . Also, He permitted the
devil to take Him to the pinnacle of the temple and to the high
mountain. But, in all those, He stopped Him with one word
““Man shall not live by bread alone™", ““you shall not tempt the
Lord your God ™", and "~ Away with you satan™".

Now, why we do not prevail against satan in our wars?
Because we do not know our real enemy. And instead of
directing our war to him, we direct it to the manifest enemies
who are much less in power. But if we were living by the spirit,
we could win those enemies to our troops by the power of the
spirit and love to join us in our war against the real and main
enemy, which is the devil. So, while the Lord said to us “"do
not resist an evil person™", but about the devil, He said "resist
the devil .

But we usually direct our efforts to resist others. So, if we do
not know who is our enemy, how could we overcome him?
Walk in the way of victory. You are sons and daughters of
baptism. The Holy Spirit dwells in you. Then live according
to the Spirit. Live the life of spirit and prayer. Depart from the
ways of the world. Maintain your fasting. Likewise, you will
experience the power of God, and you will prevail against the
devil.
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Sunday March 8": Martyrdom of St. Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna, . . . . .. .
8AM Divine Liturgy. 11:30AM Sunday school. 11:30AM. Agape. AL 23N i 028 (el¥) Gl G 3l 52 ) Sgediid) 10 e 8 2231
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11:30AM Sunday school. 11:30AM. Agape. 12:45PM Servants meeting.
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Mark on Your Calendar. Lo skl Lo o0 ) Cllll jaie s ke 15-13
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Mar. 13-15: Youth Retreat to St. Antony Monastery " - f Ay e f. e
Mar. 17: Stewardship meeting at 7 pm. =i e e RS Ehadhd SRS et 22
Mar 22: Bishop Gregory visit to St. Mark ‘ ‘ oS A wuﬁi‘ K515 10-8
May 8-10: Grad Conference in Texas Lo e Uy Jeadl a et g Saall Ausiall al )30 Al )1 : gila 13-4
May 4-13: Holy Lands Tour. For reservation/information please
contact Fr. Marcus.
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