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Feast of Epiphany

We celebrate today the feast of Epiphany which is the feast of “the appearance of
the Divinity” ... May the Lord give you to enjoy it every year while you are in
health.

The first thing that the Lord Jesus did before beginning His preaching was that he
received baptism in the Jordan River. The Lord’s baptism is the border between the
two testaments, it declares the end of the Old Testament and the beginning of the
New one, it is the beginning of the practical way to reach the cross.

Lord Jesus spoke many times about the mystery of baptism and its importance for
man’s salvation. He says during His discussion with Necodemus: “Most assuredly,
I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God”.

When Adam sinned, he was driven out of the presence of God and became
rejected, he was not allowed to enter God’s kingdom. Every one born of Adam
inherits that rejection. We became deprived from heaven and it became necessary
for us to be born a second time in order to be able to see God. This second birth
takes place by baptism about which St. Paul says in his epistle to Titus “But when
the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us,
through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit *“ (Titus 3 : 4,
5).

When Nicodemus found it difficult to believe that an elder could be born, the Lord
Jesus answered him “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (john 3 : 5). The Lord speaks here
about a spiritual birth; it is a heavenly and invisible one. As the Holy Spirit was
hovering over the water during the Creation, also the Holy Spirit hovers over the
baptismal water to purify, sanctify and transfer it into a holy water that when the
person enters in it he becomes sanctified and receives the new birth.

After Resurrection the Lord’s commandment for His disciples was “Go therefore
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”. And St. Marc concludes his bible saying “He
who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be
condemned” ( Marc 16 : 16). Whoever does not believe and does not receive
baptism remains within God’s anger and cannot enter the kingdom of heaven.

The church since its establishment realized the importance of baptism. In the day
of Pentecost, after the preaching of St. Peter and the apostles, they baptized 3000
souls, why did they baptize them? Was not believing enough? Of course not,
because without baptism no one can enter the kingdom of God even if he wanted
so he could not. No one can be saved without the Lord’s blood. With the Lord’s
blood which we receive during baptism we become deserving to enter God’s
sheepfold and become from His sheep and from His sons and then we deserve to
inherit the kingdom of God.
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Hegumen Marcus Mansour: (480) 206-3786
Father Thomas Mansour: (480) 809-0028

For updated service schedule call church phone number 480-264-8738
Visit us at www.stmarkaz.org
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