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One thing you lack (Mark 10:21)

The rich young man feels that he has done all the right things for all his
life. Jesus knows all too well that something is missing in his life. The rich
young man was not satisfied and was not at peace. Something was pulling
at his spirit. He had made an idol out of his wealth and had thereby broken
the very first commandment... "You shall have no other gods before Me"
(Exodus 20:3).

The rich young man represents many of us as we wrestle with the tension
between what we have achieved and what we still must accomplish. As we
wrestle with what we must do to fulfill our destiny in God, we must have
courage and never forget that the way to God is the right choice. When our
Lord looked at him, He felt love for him because He knew this man lacked
what all people lack: one thing. Beloved... we should know that God will
grant us this one thing that we lack. Jesus will always love us enough to
challenge us to change the world, again and again. Saint Peter said to us
“conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; knowing
that you were not redeemed with corruptible things”. (1 Peter 1:17-18).
The young rich man knows that something is wrong in his life; wrong
enough to make him do a conversation with Jesus and interrupt Him when
he is already focused on an important mission. The young rich man truly
needed to reorient his whole life to God. The great Saint Anthony heard
this same message of the Bible long time ago but he accepted it with
rejoice. He hid it in his heart and was obedient to the law. He fulfilled it
with courage. So the divine Word raised him up and made him one of the
great saints who pleased the Lord. What would the young man achieve by
distributing all of his wealth? He would receive treasure in heaven... “A
treasure in the heavens that does not fail, where no thief approaches nor
moth destroys” (Luke 12:33).

The young rich man supposes he is able to inherit eternal life by what he
does. It comes as a gift by way of a promise. It would appear that the rich
young man saw Jesus as only a teacher and did not recognize Him as the
Son of God, the Messiah. We can look for joy in many things, but will only
find it in one thing. We will never indeed find fullness of joy unless we are
in His presence. Our Lord...... “And do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2).




Church News
This week Bible Readings:

1 Maccabees 9-16 2 Maccabees 1-6

Sunday Dec 8%": Martyrdom of St. Sarabamon. Divine Liturgy 8am.
Sunday school 11:30. Agape 12pm. Servants meeting and Little flock
Choir 1PM. 7PM Bible Study at Sonia & Adel Kamell’s home

Monday Dec 9t": Martyrdom of St. Peter, the Seal of the Martyrs. 5AM
Divine Liturgy

Tuesday, Dec 10™: Dep. of St. Akakios, Patriarch of Constantinople,
8:30 AM Divine Liturgy followed by St. Monica Women’s meeting.
7:30pm GRAD Meeting

Wednesday, Dec 11™": Departure of St. Peter Elrahawy Bishop of Gaza,
4:30PM Divine Liturgy.

Thursday, Dec 12t": Departure of Saint Abba Hor, the Monk. 9:30AM
Divine Liturgy followed Arabic Bible study

Friday, Dec 13%": Entrance of Saint Mary into the Temple in Jerusalem,
5AM Divine Liturgy. 7PM Youth meeting.

Saturday Dec 14™: Martyrdom of St. Andrew the Apostle, the Brother
of St. Peter. 3PM Hymns School. 6 pm Book of Hours. 7pm Vespers. 8pm
Koiahk Praise. 9pm Confession

Sunday Dec 15™: Departure of the Holy Prophet Nahum. Divine
Liturgy 8am. Sunday school 11:30. Agape 12pm. Servants meeting, .
1PM Little flock Choir

Mark on Your Calendar

December 22: Hymns School Presentation

December 26-28: High School retreat. Contact Erini Gurgis for details
December 27-29: Middle School retreat. Contact Maysa Hanna for
details

Instructions for donations by mail or direct deposit
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Address: 621 N 74th St, Scottsdale, AZ 85257
Direct deposit can be also made through Chase QuickPay to donations@stmarkaz.com
Or via PayPal using the church website www.stmarkaz.org
*Please note that there is a 3% fee applied for ALL donations received through PayPal.
For Automatic Withdrawal Option, contact Mr. Michael Mamlouk 623-217-5660

Hegumen Marcus Mansour: (480) 206-3786
Father Thomas Mansour: (480) 809-0028

For updated service schedule call church phone number 480-264-8738
Visit us at www.stmarkaz.org
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